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A Prayer for Our Church 

O blessed and glorious God: 
In this time of uncertainty 

in our church, 
we ask your guidance upon each 
 member and participant 
 and especially upon our leaders. 
Lead us into our future 
 according to your desire. 
Help us to welcome others 

and to reach out 
 in service and love 
 to the least, the last, and the lost 

of our community, our nation, 
 and our world. 
Inspire us to a new vision 
 of what our church can be; 
 challenge us to open ourselves 

to new ideas; 
 provide us with resources 
 to begin new ministries 
 and programs. 
Call for us a new pastor 

who will preach, teach, visit, 
 and lead us, 

true to your Word 
and open to your grace. 

Call us as well to your grace 
 that we, each and all,  
may become more faithful disciples 
 of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 in whose name we pray.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wesley Worship Schedule 
 

  8:30  Coffee Fellowship 

9:00  Worship Service  

10:10 Children’s Music/Sunday 

school for all ages  

11:15 Ignite Praise Service 

 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   

 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

New Years Worship at Wesley 

New Year’s Eve: During our tradition-

al worship on Sunday, December 31, we 

will bid farewell to 2017 and welcome 

the New Year with a service reminiscent 

of the watch night celebrations in the 

time of the Wesleys.  Plan to join us at 

9:00 that morning as we give thanks for 

all that we have been given and offer 

ourselves for discipleship in the year to 

come.  There will NOT be an Ignite  

service that morning 
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Why? 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, [Jesus] saw two brothers, 
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea – for they were fishermen.  And he said to 
them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”  
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 

 Matthew 4:18-20 

The phrase “Follow me” appears 21 times in the four Gospels.  Every time Jesus 

utters those words, he is calling persons into discipleship, challenging them to 

decisions and actions that will alter their lives in amazing ways.  And, I believe, 

Jesus expected a positive response to each such invitation to become a disciple. 

Over and over in the United Methodist Church we hear the words disciple and 

discipleship.  Our mission statement at Wesley tells us that we exist as a 

congregation to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  But 

do we really understand what it means to be a disciple of Jesus?  Do we have a 

clear sense of how to become disciples?  Are there specific things that we can do 

to become better disciples?  The answers to these questions likely are “no,” 

“no,” and “yes.” 

So far in the Journey of Faith which we began at Wesley last fall, we have explored 

our Wesleyan heritage, the Bible, prayer, and the meaning of Christmas.  This 

month, we are going to ask the question, Why? as we ponder our call to 

discipleship.  In the baptismal covenant of The United Methodist Church, as 

well as in the profession of faith and confirmation rite by which persons join as 

members, we make a promise to participate in the ministries of the church through our 

prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.  But what does that mean?  

How do we go about fulfilling this vow of membership? 

These are the questions that we will be exploring this month of January at 

Wesley.  My sermons will focus on such topics and, on Sunday, January 21, 

Mark Guy will challenge us to consider this in his wonderful, unique way.  We 

will have a resource handout available on this subject as well, a document that 

we hope will be used for discussion by the various groups that meet within our 

congregation. 

It is my hope that each of you will make a promise to come to Wesley each 

Sunday in January to hear more about the whys of discipleship, that you will 

mark January 21 on your calendar for Mark’s presentation, and that you will 

spend time this month pondering your call to become, and your role as a disciple 

of Jesus Christ. You indeed can become a factor in transforming our world more 

and more into the kingdom of God. 

  Wondering how that could be?  Come and see! 
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Opportunities for Faith Development at Wesley 

During the month of January, we will be providing a variety of options for your 

involvement in faith development.  We urge everyone to consider participating in 

the following activities. 

If you would like to know more about Christianity’s Family Tree, plan to join us in 

the library at 7:00 on Tuesday evenings, beginning January 9.  Each week, 

we will watch a video of Rev. Adam Hamilton as he offers a brief histori-

cal and religious perspective on one of the Christian denominations, and 

then we will engage in discussion about that group of churches.  We will 

begin with a look at the Orthodox churches and then continue through 

Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Presbyterian, and other denominations. 

On Sunday, January 21, Mark Guy (assisted by Jessica Zerr) will lead our next 

Journey of Faith.  They will be guiding us through a further understanding of 

our church’s mission statement and call to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world.  On Sunday mornings from now until the 

beginning of Lent, Pastor Jerry will explore a similar theme by asking us 

why we should participate in the ministries of our church and providing 

answers of how we can do just that. 

At 10:10 each Sunday morning, resuming on January 7, our church offers Sunday 

school classes for all ages.  For adults, there will be two options.  On Janu-

ary 7, the “Library Class” will finish their look at Dickens’ Christmas Carol 

and the lessons that novel can offer not just for the season of Christmas 

but throughout the year – and throughout our lives.  They will then begin 

a new series of lessons yet to be determined: “stay tuned.”  Pastor Jerry 

will participate in the other adult Sunday school class that will meet in the 

chapel.  Each week, participants will bring questions that will serve to fo-

cus that morning’s discussion, so think about the ponderings that you 

have and plan to bring them as topics to that group. 

Would you willing to join a new book study group at Wesley?  Pastor Jerry would 

love to start another group that could meet sometime during the day, ei-

ther morning or afternoon, to read and discuss books with a religious per-

spective.  If you would like to participate in such an activity, please visit 

with him and offer suggestions for the kind of topics that would most 

interest you. 

 



 4 

 

 
   

 

 

  2 Norma Dugas  

  3  Jay Croy 

 Duane Tretter 

  4 Gail Bass 

  6 Johan Minnaar 

  9  Madison Myrold 

13 Billie Dixon 

14 Gary Ford 

15 Jeff Jose 

 Billy Beaton 

16 Margaret Hillman 

17 Lindsey Anderson 

 Eli Zerr 

 Colton Gilberts 

18 Rick Asche 

 Lori Young 

19 Kim Potratz 

 John Nolte 

20 David Guseman 

 Timothy Sturges 

 Chris Snortland 

 Jessica Zerr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 Susan Maddock 

 Jenny Scheevel  

23 Bill Beaton 

 David Henry 

25 Andrea Snortland 

 Lori Roberts 

27 John Stewart 

30 Emily Murphy 

31 Joseph Anderson 

 

   

14  Kent & Kate Nygaard 

20 Chris & Andrea Snortland 
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A Finance Reminder: 

Please pray for Wesley Church and your role in supporting it 

through your financial commitment in 2018. These financial com-

mitments are the backbone of support for our ministry plans for the 

upcoming year. Without a strong financial commitment from our 

members it is difficult to make the plans necessary to accomplish 

our mission. If we are able to know the level of support, we can 

confidently launch ministry plans that will serve the needs of our 

members, as well as reach new persons looking for a relationship 

with Christ through Wesley. 

Many members have returned the 2018 Commitment cards already. 

If you haven’t done so, please make an effort to complete this task 

soon. If you need a form or want assistance in setting up an elec-

tronic contribution, please contact the church office. Thank you.  

John Galegher, Jr. – Wesley Treasurer 

 

2017 Tax Considerations? 

With the new tax law passed by Congress, 
there may be an advantage to some fami-
lies and individuals in being able to claim 
more contributions to the church in 2017 
rather than waiting until 2018.  If you 
would like to make an additional contri-
bution for 2017 or pre-pay toward your 
commitment for 2018 in order to claim a 
tax deduction for this year, make sure 

that you bring your offering to church this Sunday or that your 
check is in the mail and postmarked by December 31. 
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Children's Sunday school update 

Children's Sunday school will resume on 
January 7.  We begin with kids of all ages 
together for a few minutes of music practice 
at 10:10 am and then break into class time 
until 11:00 am.  All children age 3 through 
5th grade are welcome and can begin 
attending at any time.  We would love to 
have your child or grandchild join us if they 
haven't already been attending.  Friends are 
always welcome too! 

Thank you to Kellie Burgess for leading the 
Christmas program on December 17, as well as all the children, youth, 
and adults who participated.  It was a fun yet meaningful way to 
present the Christmas story to the congregation. 

              Judy Christy, Sunday school coordinator 

  

 

Through his messages on Sunday mornings in the coming weeks, Pastor Jerry 

will be exploring our call to discipleship at Wesley by continually asking 

“Why?” 

 

January 7 Why?  Our Covenant with God Psalm 29; Mark 1:4-11 

January 14 Why?  Being Present in the Church Acts 2:43-47;  

   1 Corinthians 12:12-26 

January 21 Why?  Offering Our Gifts to the Church Deuteronomy 8;  

   1 Timothy 6:6-19 

January 28 Why?  Serving in and for the Church James 2:14-17;  

   John 13:1-15 

February 4 Why?  Being a Witness for Christ   Romans 12;  

    Matthew 28:16-20 
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Calendar of Youth Activities 
 

Below is the schedule of activities for the Youth Group for 
2018.  Please note that the dates are fluid – again meaning that 
they may change due to volunteer availability, availability of 
youth participation, etc.  Looking forward to spending the up-
coming year with our Youth!  If anyone has questions, concerns, 
suggestions, please talk to any Youth leader –  
Kellie Burgess, Marge Myrold, Laurie Guy or Mark Guy 
 

January 7 Sledding at Lincoln Park (weather permitting) – 4:30p.m. to  
  5:30 p.m. then back to church for  meal 

January 14     Lesson (5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 

January 21     Participate in the Journey of Faith at the church (5:00 p.m. to  
         7:00 p.m.) 

January 28      NO YOUTH 
February 4    Lay reading, ushering and greeting at both services; banging  
         soup pot at both services for  fundraiser 

      NO EVENING YOUTH ACTIVITIES AS THIS IS SUPER BOWL SUNDAY 

February 11    Make Valentines to be mailed to shut-ins (5:30 p.m. to 7:00  
         p.m.) 

February 18    Lesson (5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 

February 25     NO YOUTH 

March 4      Pancake breakfast during morning as fundraiser (details to   
         follow) 

March 11     Participate in the Journey of Faith at the church (5:00-7:00 p.m.) 

March 18      NO YOUTH-SPRING BREAK 

March 25     Roller skating in Fargo 

April 1       NO YOUTH – EASTER 

April 8       Participate in the Journey of Faith at the church (5:00 to 7:00   
         p.m.) 

April 13-14    Laser bowling/lock-in (details to follow) 

April 15      Lay reading, ushering, and greeting at both services; no youth 
         activities in the afternoon 

April 22       TBD 

April 29       TBD 

May 6       Participate in the Journey of Faith at the church (5:00 p.m. to  
         7:00 p.m.) 

May 13       NO YOUTH-MOTHER’S DAY 

May 20      End of year swim party at Canad Inn. 
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UMW 

Wesley’s United Methodist Women 2017 Christmas donations of $250 

each were given to the following local organizations: CVIC (Community 

Violence Intervention Center), PATH, Salvation Army, Northlands Res-

cue Mission, Home Delivered Meals, and Camp Good Mourning. 

The Quilting Group donated 54 quilts to the Red River Valley Communi-

ty Action (RRVCA) Shelter House during 2017. 

The offering taken at the annual Christmas Luncheon was donated to the 

Women’s Pregnancy Center who also provided the program for the 

luncheon on December 9.   

UMW is planning a General Meeting on Wednesday, January 10. We will 

begin with a meal at 5:30 pm and then spend some time planning events 

and activities for 2018.  All UMW members as well as anyone else inter-

ested in finding out more about UMW is welcome to join us.   

 

 

Wesley UMW Officers for 2018 are as follows: 

Co-Presidents: Berniece Holm & Judy Christy 

Secretary/Treasurer: Linda Juntunen 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator: Dawn Boyd 

Social Action Coordinator: Pat Henry 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator: Gail Bass 

Communications Coordinator: Mary Ferguson 

Nominations Committee: Renee Machart 

Reception & Fellowship Committee: Nancy Schaper, Berniece Holm, 

Joyce Kramer 

Special Mission Recognition Committee: Natalie Meier 
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Holiday Thank-You’s 

Mike and Libby Flowers recently came and loaded 

hundreds of Shoebox Christmas gifts from Wesley 

members and other congregations for delivery to 

children on the region’s reservations.  They asked 

that we offer hugs and special messages of thanks 

to all who provided such presents. 

We have received several messages of thanks from 

Head Start children, families, and staff for the 

nearly 170 games that we provided for family fun 

during the holidays.  Cards and notes are on a table in the main floor 

Fellowship Room for your viewing. 

Finally, a big thank you to all who provided poinsettias in honor or memory 

of loved ones.  We still have some booklets with details on the table at our 

Welcome Center by the chapel.  If you would like to take a poinsettia home 

with you, please feel free to do so after worship on December 31. 

Wesley Leadership for 2018 

During a Grand Forks regional charge conference called by District Superin-

tendent Randy Cross on November 19, Wesley participants elected the follow-

ing persons as members of the congregation’s Leadership Team.  The nomi-

nees were placed in three classes to provide staggered three-year terms of of-

fice.  The office of treasurer was separated from the other Leadership Team 

positions and will be considered to have a one-year term.  All of these individ-

uals will begin their year(s) of service on January 1. 

Class of 2018 (one-year term): Anne Bryson, Bill Kerzman,  

 Andrea Snortland, Tracy Wicken 

Class of 2019 (two-year term): Rick Asche, Berniece Holm,  

 Kelsey Tretter, Jessica Zerr 

Class of 2020 (three-year term): Judy Christy, John Martin,  

 Brittany Peterson, Kyle Whitcomb 

Treasurer (one-year term): John Galegher 

At the charge conference, booklets were distributed to those present.  These 

booklets, which contain a variety of information and reports, are available at 

the Welcome Center in the church lobby or by electronic file (make your re-

quest by e-mail to jerry.bass@gra.midco.net). 
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Online giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our 

web site at gfwesley.org.  

Click on the “online giving” 

tab and follow the steps to 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. 

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is 

Welcome! 

For questions,  

call Helen DeMaster  

 701.772.3584 

 

 

Wesley Book Club will meet on  
January 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Book: Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane 
  by Lisa See 

 

Hostess: Patsy Nies  
007patsy@gmail.com 

 

 

For more information contact  
Pat Henry at pathenry@gra.midco.net 
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                      OFFERING RECEIVED  

                 2016      2017 

Prepaid           

Pledges       $6,200.00          $860.00        

January      $23,572.45      $30,008.22 

February  $20,562.68   $17,884.95 

March   $22,926.89   $21,161.86 

April    $20,286.17   $25,012.07 

May    $25,337.10   $23,298.36 

June    $19,613.89   $19,875.01 

July    $15,676.12   $20,196.81 

August   $18,537.89      $13,769.38 

September $22,199.27   $16,844.35 

October  $22,949.51   $21,174.21 

November $20,836.20   $15,899.90 

December  $27,703.24   $32,758.61 

____________________________________     

   Total      $266,401.41    $258,743.73 

          

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  
December 3    98  

December 10  104 

December 17  138 

December 24   65  

Christmas Eve  171 

December 31   40 

  

 

OPPORTUNITY FOR  

DISCIPLESHIP: 

SERVE AS AN USHER OR 
GREETER 

 

Serving as an usher or greeter is 
a great way to serve your 

church.  A warm welcome to 
those who come to worship is 

needed at every service and spe-
cial event.  If you would like to 
help, email your address and 
phone number.  Thanks for 

being willing to serve.  Contact 
Dawn Boyd at 701.772.7969 or 
email drboydgf@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacting Pastor Jerry 

e-mail: jerry.bass@gra.midco.net 

cell phone:  701-775-5696 
 

Office hours:  9-12 Monday-Thursday 

 (other times by appointment) 

    (these may vary, so best to call ahead) 

mailto:jerry.bass@gra.midco.net
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Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
Check out the Newsletter online at: www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Interim Pastor: .................................................. Reverend Jerry Bass 
Choir Director/Organist: ........................................ Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: ................................................ Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………………………………...Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 12 
times each year to keep members and friends informed of programs 
of the church and to report news about the Wesley family.  

 

 

For our Prayers --- 
 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities: 

At Valley 4000: Pat Klokstad and 

  Kyle Whitcomb’s mother;  

At Country Estates: Verle Ralston 

At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol 

At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel, and 

  Charlene Kotts 

At Mapleview Memory Care: Phyllis Sand 

Those in Their Own Homes: 

Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Norma Dugas, Marlo Gade, 

 Shirley Hoff, Iris Root, Emolyn Skinner, Carolyn Strand,  

 Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father. 
 

 

If there are people, joys, or concerns that you would like to have 

included in this monthly prayer list, please email them to 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep 

up with what's 

going on at Wesley 

 


